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| nces 
in the late Bebe amongſt theſe 
People, have carried the Diſpute ſo fas 
fron Har Views heh it, be 
con as not to juſtify any fu 
Appeal to his 1 as bin: znt 
2 now openly diſavowed wo 
s generous, and truly chriſtian Prin. 
3 of Liberty, which were at 
A 2 taken 
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taken ta be promoted j in ous of thew; : 
and they are now nom in tager purſuit of lu 
Schemes, and ſuch a Biſcipline in ns / 
-# his Lordſhip has fully pro 
to belong not to the true Spirit and 
nius of Religion, bptrzo the Contents 
only of ambitious, raſh, and fallible Men, 


HE only Qbj NR 
with to eee 1 852 88250 
That the Charge 1s general, many 
of the Diſſenters entirely coming into 
his Lordſhips Plan of Liberty, and 85. 
nerouſly practicing it towards one | 
ther, This Exception is well gro a, 
my Pleaſure in being ſo Convinced, 
the little Mortification-of 
> ſeeing à Miſtake ,, and I doubt. not. but 
le, 8 oll ikis account, in the ol 
w! elatiop I «26>; 19 
"1 Twas efron Niles in ab 
Inftances, of the narrow Principles 
the Diſſentors, and A WE thei: 
Conceptions in Matters of 4 religious 
N ature; d ſome Particulars we 
ace en ed, "wherein their 2 — 
Tempers, had done a great deal of MiF- 


chief, and again threatened the publick 
Quiet of th Natian, © The Conſequence 
of thoſe Perſecutions then obſerved in 
the Infancy amongſt them, Have ſuf⸗ 
ficiently juſtified the Cenſures thereup- 

on, 
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— is' Scabies 
Oredendi,” this Phrenz N rthodox 
dilco vert g it felf, aud prompte 
My. Bragg: ed lee thers, upo 
an Inqu bon into their "Peoples Fart 
it was, perhaps, ik dn , things woul 
not have . Yo-tie Ji 
they have done fince; but thoſe wh 
mill ches arzue muff have been bot 
Urtle acquainted” with Spfrittal Proſecu. 
tions, and the Aanger from: u Prieftbood, 
of any Perſuaſion, iii hot with Zeal, 
Pride, Revenge, and Iguorance. The 
whole Kingdom is now in a Gaze 
this Ent bi et War, and the love 
of their -ountry, are. "iP Fein to know 
Where it will end. 758 

THE boly Binbers wich ly oe 
ing at Exeter, and ſome other 2 
the Country, are blown "vp into a tek. 
rible Flame at London; The Fire of 
Orthodo 'theſe -Peox 


xy" rages amo on 
to fuch a height, as cal in upon tl 
civil Power to guard ER its Mik. 
chiefs ; for no Gòôverhment, or Com 

nity En de fäfe, where ſoc? à Spirit 
can be armed with Power. It has broke 
out in open outr3ge upon all the uſual 
Regards of Society, and good Manners; 
infomuch that when à Place of publick 
Aſtembly could not put Bounds "arty 


longer 
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longer to their Violences and Clanivuthy 
o the Cehee-Houſet, and Places of Res 
ort, ring with their Quarrels, and t 


and new Teſts, to burthen, ſhackle, and 
perſecute one another with; and the 
Artillery of Rame, in her ſpititual Inqui- 
tions, are they playing againſt them. 
ſelves, with a Fury equal to the oldeſt 
Stagers in Cenſures, Excommunication 
Halters, Faggots, Racks, Gibbets, and o- 
ther elegant Methods of Conviction hy 
Torture. Happy it is for the Nation, 
re they are yet but a tollerated Pegs 
le : N 7 
18 T O ſupport theſe Suggeſtions, let us 
now take a Survey of the Conduct of 
theſe 


> 


* * 5 / : 
theſe Poople, ſince the Breach at Exeter, 
Re. 89 2 291 0 N. ö eg | i ; 

'T 5. 


 *SEVERAL Gentlemen of great 
Worth and Character, interpoſed on be- 
half of the Government to put a Stop 
to theſe Differences, in regard a Bill was 
then in Parliament for eaſing the Diſſen-· 
ters, of many Grievances, and to ſave 
the Credit of the Legiſlature, in ſo ſer- 
ving them; to this End were convened 
the London Miniſters of all Perſuaſions, 
and were they duly appriſed by theſe Gen- 
tlemen of the Reaſon ↄf their Meeting, 
the Gratitude they owed to the Govern- 
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bs, | ment, and how much, at that Time, it 
nd concern'd them to ſhew by their peace- 
6 | able Conduct amongſt one another, how 


well they deſerved the Opinion the Pub- 
lick then ſtood in poſſeſſion of, concern - 
ing them: But no ſooner were theſe 
People got together, duly impreſs'd with 
Reſolutions and Sentiments of Pacifica- 
tion, but the natural Leven ſhewed it 
{elf in its genuine Ferment; they forgot 
the Breach they came to heal, and went 
I heartily together by the Ears, about theit 
own Ortho xg. 
AND here I am bound to do Juſtice 
toa great Body of theſe Men: The grand 
Debate was, what Advices might be ſent 
to 
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to their Brethren, 40 ſtop Their pmcted 
ings againſt one another on the accauit 
of Unſoundeſs in the Faith, or be a Mea- 
ſure IC by ia ſacks, Cafes. Part 
were ſor having the Words of. Infpirt 
2 only — a; Standard, and Part ſut 

ſome Supp ary Articles contrived 

by Dörings gate former I ſhall therefote 
© hereafter conſider as Chiſtians, Proteſts 
ants, and Friends to the preſent Govern⸗ 
ment; and the latter anly as Papiſinin 
* diſguile, Perſecutors, and 3 Ene · 
mies to that Freedom, which is the di. 
ſtinguiſning Glory of. the, Britiſh, Con- 
ſtitution. 01 :Þ | 16341 )-883 
TIE former, as their Bede for not 
Subſcribing; any butane Forms in Sub. 
ſtance, gave, 1. Becauſe it was out of their 
Inſtructions. for meeting together, and 
would be a Breach thereof. 2. Becauſe 
it was inſiſted upon at that Time, 
meerly to ſet aſide the Buſineſs 
came about. 3. Becauſe there was no 
ſufficient Reaſon given for Subſcribing, 
4+ Becauſe they had no Reaſon to think 
that a Declaration in other Words than 
thoſe of Seripture, would ſerve the Cauſe 
of Peace and Truth, but rather be the 
occaſion of greater Confuſions and Dil- 
orders. 5. Becauſe the Subſcription inſiſt- 
ed upon, was beyond even what the 
Legiſlature 
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Legiſlature has required. 6. Becauſe it 65 
was not fit to pay ſuch an unwarran- 
table Regard to the Aſſemblies Cate- 
hn, 7. Becauſe it inverts the great * 
Rule of deciding Controverſies amongſt | 
Proteſtants ; making the Explications + 
and Words of Men to determine the. 
Senſe of 'Scripture, inſtead of making 
the Scripture to determine how far the 1 
Words of Men are to be regarded. 8. GY. 3 
Becauſe it has the Nature of Impoſiti- 1 
on. 9. Becauſe it gives up chriſtian Li- 
berty. 10. Becauſe it would occaſion 
Reffections, and be a needleſs Mark of Di- 
ſtinction. 11. Becauſe it would reflect 
upon thoſe who had always declared 
againſt ſuch Things. And 12. Becauſe 
the Enemies of Proteſtant Diſſenters, ap- 
proved and encouraged ſuch Proceedings. 
And laſtly, Becauſe if this Humour was 
complied with, they could not tell where 
it would ſtop, And in a Poſtſcript it was 
further urged, That ſuch Subſcription 
no to Articles of humane Contrivance, 
ng: would be treating the Laws of God 
nk with leſs Reſpect than is paid to thoſe 
of our Country. 4 
WHAT the latter gave in Juſfifica- 
the tion of themſelves, we ſhall preſently 
Jil- come to conſider. Be UG 
uſt- BESIDES theſe Accounts, by the 
two contending Bodies, many Voluntiers 
5 B have 
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? 


oy 


e 
have engaged on both Sides from the 
Preſs. The Zealots began firſt to vent 
themſelves in the common News- Papen 
but the worſt, and moſt diſreputable ous 
ly of thoſe Conveyances, would gratify 
K Humour, ſuch as the White- Hall 
Evening-Poſt, Miſt's Journal, and the Fs 
ing: Poſt. 1 . 8 

THE firſt Pamphlet of any Conſide- 


ration, was An Account of thoſe Proceed. 


FL, 4 
p 8 


ings, in a Letter to the Reverend Dy. 
Gale: This was wrote with ſome Spi⸗ 


rit and Warmth: on the Side of Proteſtan- 
tiſm, and the Bible, but went too far 
into particular Reflections to be publick» 
ly juſtified in ſo doing, To it is a Poſt- 
75 ſeverely inveighing againſt the 
Falſifications and Baſeneſs of an Account 


of this Affair, given a few Days before 


in the Flying-Poſt, ; 
THE Fhing-Poſt Account was ſoon 
after Vindicated in a Pamphlet called, 


The Noble Stand, &c, which was as 


> vile an Impoſition upon the Publick, as 


De 


the Account it appeared to Vindicate. 
The Title of it carried an Air of defen- 
ding a Reliance upon the Words of Re- 


velation only, but the Body of the Work 
was quite oppoſite ; a known Trick a- 


mongſt the Hirelings of the Preſs, and 


the Wits of Grub-Szreet, but was alto- 
gether 
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gether new from a Miniſter of the Goſ- 
pel, and a Stickler for Ortbodoxy ; for 
this Man, it ſeems, is well-known, and 
publickly talked of, tho' to his Shame, 


on many other Accounts, as well as for 


this pious Impoſition. 
ON the back of this, pours out a 
Flood of Wrath, and Ill-Manners from 


Mr. Bradbury, in an Anſwer to ſome Re. 
proaches, &c. This forward Talker will 


not be over- looked on any Occaſion, and 
will always thruſt himſelf into the Front 


of much abler Perfons ; his pert Addreſs, 


and unmeaning Fluency, has drawn up- 
on him ſuch Crowds of injudicious Flat- 
terers, that the Man's Head ſeems to be 
quite turned, whereby on all Occaſions 
he will be the foremoſt and loudeſt in 
the Company, tho' he has the leaſt Senſe 
and Learning to ſupport ſuch a Figure; 
a multitude of Words paſs with him for 
Oratory, a gingle of Sounds, for Wit, 
and a run ot Scripture-Texts for Ortho- 
doxy and Truth. His Arguments in this, 
is not worth looking after, becauſe he 
never had any, having never been ac- 


cuſtomed to fix any Ideas to the Words 


he makes uſe of: But his Treatment of 


a Perſon every Way Valuable, both in 


publick and private Life, and of a Cha- 
racter dear to all 4 are for Sincerity 
2 | in 
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in Religion, and the Libertics of a 8 
nable Being, muſt render this Trifler 
hereafter, the Abhorrence, as well- as 
Scorn of all good Men. 

TO a Third Edition of the Account, 
to which this was intended an. Anſwer, 
was added a ſhort Letter to Mr. Hradhu. 
ry, treating him with a very juſt Neglect, 
and after that came out an Anſwer 
to him, by a Lay-wan. which did him 
more Regard than he deſerved, becauſe it 
took Pains to expoſe the Fmuptineſs of his 
Pretenſions, WP 

MANY- other Things are -publiſhed 
relating to this Diſpute, wherein there 
is nothing worth particular Remark, on- 
ly fo far as they relate to the Argument 
which I ſhall with the utmoſt Impartia- 
lity draw up on both Sides. 

For the Scripture Standard only of 
Faith and Orthodomy, that Side ſupports 
themſelves with all that has been ever 
faid in Vindication of the Reformation, 
profeſſing themſelves to act on no other 
Principles, but what at firſt reſcued theit 
Fore· Fathers from the ſpiritual Slaveries 
of the Romiſh Church; and as they look 
upon likewiſe any Innovations therein, by 
any human Authority whatſoever, a pul- 
ling down that Security, on which both 
the religious and civil Liberties of this 
Government depends, FOR 
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FOR Articles, Creeds, and Form: 
bumane Contrivance, it is chiefly urged, 
that Hereticks, in all Ages, have found 
means; to ſhelter themſelves under Scrip- 
ture - Expreſſions, making uſe of the 
Terms thereof in forced Conſtru@ions, 
and thereby prevaricating wich their 
own Conſciences, and Mankind; That 
it is the Duty of every one to give an 
account f the Hope that is in him, when 
ever called upon ſo to do. That what 
has been now required, is only a ſub- 
ſcription to ſuch Articles as have been 
owned by every legally qualified Prea- 
cher, and in the Catechiſms which they 
have been taught, and now teach to o- 
thers. That a Refuſal to Subſeribe them 
now, is a Crime of the ſame Nature as 
Perjury in the Government, in taking 
Oaths to what is not obeyed; and to 
throw off the Charge of Arianiſm. 
JO the firſt of theſe it may be ob- 
ſeryed, that no Man, or Society of Men, 
has a Power to erect themſelves into a 
Judicature, in Matters concerning Con- 
icience only, and the Terms of accep- 
tance with almighty God. It is the 
Province of Omniſcience only, to be the 
Searcher of Hearts; and it is no lets 


than a blaſphemous Arrogance, for any 


May to lay claim to ſuch a Power; if 
a 


C337 

a. Creature therefore thus affronts his 
Maker, thus prevaricates with Mankind, 
and plays Double under ſuch Refuge, 
his Puniſhment is, aſcertained, by 1 
periour Authority than any on Earth; 
and tho* he may. deceive Man, who, in 
Charity, is bound to believe in expreſs 
Declarations, he cannot deceive God, 
nor practice ſuch Frauds with . 


Man alſo has no more Capacity, than he 
has Power for ſuch an Inquiſition ; and] 
he that can deceiye and prevaricate in 


Scripture-Terms, can, , undoubtedly, do 
the ſame with humane Forms, if they 
can be bound upon him; ſo that it is 
the greateſt Folly imaginable, to pre- 
tend to any Contrivance to prevent ſuch 
Hypocriſy ; as much as it is the. higheſt 
Wickedneſs to attempt, in order there- 
unto, any. Alteration in the Words, of 
Inſpiration, by which God has vouch- 
ſafed to diſcover Himſelf to us. If theſe 
Seripture-Menders, theſe Faith-Botchers, 
would therefore but relax enough in 
their Heat of Orthodoxy, to conſider 
Things as they really are in themſelves, 
they would find it as ridiculous a Taſk 
to erect a better Creterion for Sincerity 
than God has allowed us, as it is im- 
pious to add to the Words of the Holy- 
Ghoſt in Matters of Re 3 
| whic 


heh en CBD. 1 
which. our Faith gives us the Diſtinc- 
tions and Privileges: of Chriſtians. 

TT. is further allowed to be a Duty 
binding on all Perſons who are deſirous 
to he accounted Chriſtians, and to have 
Communion as ſuch, to give an Account 
of the Grounds: of their Faith in that 


Revelation; but after this is done, and a 
I Perſon lives in Conformity to ſuch a 
IBelief, I know not of any Power to call 


upon ſuch a one for a Re- Confeſſion, 
eſpecially. upon mere Jealouſy and Ca- 
price. There would ſoon be an End of 
all Government, Diſcipline, and Order 
if ſuch a Liberty was indulged; and 
there would be fine ſhifting and Con- 
fuſion upon every new Muſter of the 
Faithful, before their reſpective Afem- 
blies, and the Creed-Roll muſt be altered 
upon every new Impulſe of Orthodoxy, 


until Mankind arrive at Perfection and 


abſolute Infallibility.. Theſe holy Jea- 
louſies, it is to be feared, flouriſh moſt in 
a very bad Soil; they are very remote 
from a ſincere Mind, and can be onl 
the Produce of a Heart well accuſtomed 
ta and practiſed in, Deceit and Collu- 
fon; which is ſo obvious a Reffection to 
every thinking Perſon, that it is ſtrange 
theſe Conſcience- Binder, for their own 
Credit, ik they thought at all, would 
give 


(14) 
give ſach juſt Suſpicions of their Inſin- 
cerity; for the greateſt Proficients in 
Guile, are always the moſt fearful of 
being Deceived, and it is but reaſonable 
they ſhould be ſo, becauſe he that is not 
honeſt himſelf, has a continual Allarm 
within, of the danger of being caught 
with the Snares he has laid for others. 

THAT the firſt Article of the 
Church of England is, what all Miniſters 
qualified by Law, have Subſcribed-to, is 
alfo granted; but 1s 1t not amazing, that 
theſe Men ſhould therefore, upon every 
Humour, call for a Re-Subſcription of 
the ſame? They have complained, in 
the moſt moving Terms, of the Hard- 
ſhips, and Unreaſonableneſs of ſuch Im- 
poſitions and Teſts upon themſelves; 
and yet now, to ſerve a Turn, or gratify 
a very ill Temper, are they mad to put 
the ſame Hardſhips upon their Brethren, 
and although they have been aſhamed to 
avow this in their printed Accounts, 
45 am I certainly informed, That it has 

een threatned amongſt them, to put 
that Act of Parliament, obliging here- 
unto, in Force, againſt all ſuch who, at 
the late Meetings, ſhould refuſe to Side 
as they would have them, and ſhould 
be found to have neglected this Demand 


of the Legiſlature. I will not make any 
| further 


oy 


ſürrher Remark upon this particulat Ins 


ſtance of Conduct, than that it is a pal- 
pable Demonſtration of a wicked Spirit; 
and diſcovers a Diſpoſition as foreign to 
all Regards of Religion and Conſcience; 
as it is remote from that Gratitude 
which a kind indulgent Government 
has required at their Hands. Shall the 
King, ſhall both Houſes of Parliament, 
condeſcend to their Importunities, and. 
Prayers for Toleration, and they not 
tollerate one another? Clear this up to 
the World, ye furious, ye inhumane 
Faith- Drivers, or renounce at once your 
Allegiarice to God and your Country; 
by a voluntary Exile among ſt Savages 
and Barbarians. 

IT is hard not to let ones Reſent- 
ments run to exceſs at ſuch a flagitious 
Conduct; the Folly likewiſe, if not the 
Wickedneſs, was as great, in pretending, 
that a Refuſal of ſuch Subſcription, is 
equivalent to an Act of N in the 
State, and comparing it with taking the 
Oaths to the King, and afterwards re- 
belling againſt him; but to ſerve a Turn 
at this Pinch, perhaps theſe Men will 
contend, that every Refuſal of takins 
the Oaths to the Government, oy 
whomſoever capriciouſly called upon ſa 
to do, is an Act of Rebellion, for without 
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ſuch a Suppoſit ion, there can never be 


made a Parallel in this Caſe; but as 


this is not allowed in the State, nor in 
anv temporal Concerns, | know not wh; 

Volunteers or ZLealots in Religion ſhould, 
at pleaſure, erect themſelves into a Bench 
of, Orthodoxy, and call upon others to 
renew their Subſcriptions, Declarations, 
Confeſſions, or any other explicite Tef- 
timonies of Belief, whenever they pleaſe 
to be in a Humour ſo to do. There is 
this wide and very conſiderable Diffe- 
rence likewiſe between the Motives up- 
on which theſe Teſts are required by 
the State; and by theſe New Creed. Goi- 


ners, | 


THE Welfare of the Nation makes 
it neceſſary to keep out from amongſt us 
too great a Mixture of the popiſh Reli- 
gion; theſe Teſts are therefore ro ſecure 
againſt, an Encreaſe of Papiſts; and the 
O:ths of Allegiance are wiſcly renewed 
as often as the Government has reaſon 
to ſuſpect any dangerous Attempts. from 
that Quarter, that the Magiſtrate might 
have a due watch over ſuch who refuſe. 


But theſe Men have no ſuch Pretenſi. 


ons, to juſtify their late Proceedings in 
religious Teſi-making ; Their Impoſitions 
have no Foundation, but in Whimſy, 
Ignorance, and a Narrowneſs of Princi- 


ple, 
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ple; and which, if indulged, would hard- 
ly lewe any two Perſons together in 
Society, either as Men, or as Chriſtians. 

TH E laſt and moſt popular Pretence 
for this Conduct, is to throw off the 
Charge of Arianiſm. The Higb-Church, 
It ſcems, has thought fit to dreſs. up a 
Bug-Bear under this Cover, ' becauſe at 
certain Times, what is (ignifed under 
this Name, has had the Advantage of be- 
mg pronounced heretical, damnable, &c. 
And this Machine have they play'd with 
great Succeſs againſt their Enemies the 
Whigs, and the Diſſenters, as they have 
deemed them al ſo in the like Denomina- 
tion; and this, forſooth, is thought aſuf- 
ficient Reaſon, to break- the Peace and 
Union of Chriſtians, and weaken the In- 
tereſt of the Nation. Theſe Di/ſenters 
need not to have been at the Trouble 
and Expence of this Compliment to 
Higb-Church, becauſe J have ſhewed in 
the former Part of their Conduct, where- 
in, in many Inſtances, they ought to ſhake 
Hands, beſides their Agreement in that 
particular Point of Doctrine which 1 Is af- 
feed under this Name. 

BUT it is too manifeſt that neither 
a Love of Truth, nor the Imputation of 
a reputed Hereſy, had any Influence in 
this Affair: The Creed-Su>ſcribers hive 
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joined mdeed with H. gh. Church in faſt: 
ening chis Odium upon their Brethren, 


. only becauſe they are in an Intereſt of 


Liberty, both in eccleſiaſtical and civil 
Government, in oppoſition to that 
Slavery which Hab. — has fo 
long contended. for; and may it to the 
Honour of theſe Orthodox Believers, - be 
ever remembred.how fondly and openly 
they have entred into Concert and League 
with the Enemies of our Religion — 
Government, to brand with Reproach 
thoſe who are known the ſtanch Friends 
to it upon Principle. But with what 


Shame and Confuſion ought they to be 


covered, when it is told them, that in 
this holy Craſt, they know themſelves to 
be Deceivers? And that the perſons 
whom they have forwarded this Cla- 
mour upon, no ways deferved that Di- 
ſtinction, but refuſed their Subſcription 
on Reaſons no ways affected by their 
1 in theſe Do&rines. How far the 
_ Zeal of four Miniſters of ſome Note, in 
lately Printing upon this diſputed Sub- 
ect, has been influenced likewiſe by a 
conſciencious Concern for Truch, or a 
ſpiteful Temper towards their Brethren, 
who have oppoſed their pious Impoſiti- 


; 0 | Lark to thoſe who have leiſure to 
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order to pyt in Pradige their ſlavith 


is a good Patriot, but a bad Nivine:: - An 
right in the State, but »tinſoumd inthe 


Faith: 05 ſuch pitiful, invidious Diſtin- 
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T x E growing Friendſliips between 
theſe Creed-Subſcribers, aud High-Chiwch, 


is remarkably obvious to all Menz and 


it will be no wonder, if in a Bets Hime. 
even the old Raneour bet wean A and 
the Fljing-Poft, be loſt in their joitit En- 
deavours for the ſame Intereſts. . 
Power of the Prieſt, and Independene 
the Church, are the favourite . 
picks of both theſe art horlar Wricers, 
and are to be | ſupported by : the fame 
Engines, viz, Creeds, Uniformity,, C, bur al- 
Cenſures, Hxoonimunicatious, Nc. 

IHE Principles of Liberty propa- 
gated by the Biſhop of Bangor, and un- 
der which the Diſenters in general, took 
Refuge, when apprehenſive o foreign Dan 
ger, are now openly renounced by the 
Zealots. Their own Turn is ſervadiby 
them, and now they diſclaim them in 


Schemes. The Biſbop too with 1them, 
is now an Arian, an Armin ian, or any. 
thing that ĩs acunted Reproachfal : He 


ctions have theſe Wretches reſort to 
The late Bill, likewiſe, for Strengthning 


the Proteſtant Religion, is grown coſd 


upon their Hands, as it has laid open a 
Door 
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Door for encouraging Hyporriſy ; for ſuch 
do they call the charitable Communi5g 
of Chriſtians with each other, who agree 


— 


in Eſentials, and differ only in the Ex. 
zernats of Worſhip, and Diſcipline. 


THE are, in ſhort, ſatisfied with 
no Poſture of Affairs that lays any Re 
ſtraint upon their ſpiritual Pride and Am. 
bition; and they are as rightly turned 
for a religious Tyranny as was ever any 


' Pontiff at Rome, or any of the Pri-ſtbood 


in that Church, |, f 
_ BU here a neceſſary Juſtice calls 

for due Acknowledgment to thoſe Pro- 
te ant Diſſenters who have oppoſed this 
holy Bondage, and have truly made a 
Noble Stand in the Cauſe of Liberty. 
Theſe have diſcovered a full Senſe of 
thoſe: Principles, which will always be 
a Security againſt Uſurpation, and. Slaue- 
ry of any kind They have acted in this 
Affair upon the real Motives on which 
the grand Reformation was conducted; 
and in every Reſpect have they ſhewn 
ithemſelves Engliſhmen, and Proteſtants, 
-And I muſt heartily Wiſh my Country 
Joy upon the addition of ſo many to her 
neareſt [ntereſts ; and the Government, 
in particular, for the happy Fruits of a 
generous Indulgence, and Confidence : 
Such Principles cannot but — 
| tne 
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the publick Advantage, as they make 


Perſons beiter Chriſtians, / and better 


Neighbyurs, and thereby do a common 
Service both to the Church and Nation. 
Let the Enemies of thoſe froth out their 
Malice in all the Terms of Reproach 


they can invent, as long as their own 


Conſciences, and the Suffrage of all good 
Men, will be on their Side: But by 


the way, Arianiſn does not ſeem full 


enough of Rancour and Slander, to con- 
tent them long; ſo that I Prophecy, that 
in a little Time they will come to Athe- 
iſm, becauſe that's commonly the laſt 
* and parting Blow of an orthodox 
Scold. | 


In the laſt Place comes before us a 
Diſcourſe of the Reverend Mr. Cumming, 


Miniſter of the Scots Church in London. © 


This Gentleman, it ſeems, was one of 
the warmeſt in the fore-mention'd De- 


| bates for new Standards of Orthodoxy, 
and humane Teſts of Faith; and ſince, 


for want of full Vent there, he has pub- 
liſhed himſelf out from the Pulpit and 


Preſs, But notwithſtanding the great 


Zeal of this Gentleman in Projects that 
ever have, and ever will be attended 
with Diſtraction, Confuſion, and perſo- 
nal Hatred, he ſhews more 1 
an 
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quently carry good Men intooß. 
THIS Centlemzuszfferte, That PLAIN 
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and good Senſe, than all his Fellows a: 
| tho by the 
Diſcoutſe before us, I atm of Or 


deurers belides put together; tho'b 


that down-right Popery will be foun 


SCRIPTURE CONSEQUENCES are to 


he regarded as MAFTERS OF REE. 


LATION, This comes not in the Or. 
der of his Diſcourſe to be infiſted on; till 
the 29th Page, and there chiefly in the 
marginal Reference, where it is brought 
as an Objection, That Srripture-Cunſe- 
quences are, &c. only to thoſe who ſee 
them. Whereupon one would think 
ſhould follow a Solution of this Diffi- 
culry ; but inſtead of that, we have no- 
thing elſe but a ſhort Turn upon the 
Jefuitt, and Socinians, and alſo the Ari- 
ans, Sadduces, and Tome other People 
that had faid Things Mr. Cumming did 
not like, tho* no more to the Purpoſe 
in this Caſe, than a Muſter- Roll, only as 
they give occafion of ſaying ſomething 
afterwards of Unbelief. Thence round- 
ly this Ggatleman comes in upon us as 
gain, with, The Queſtion is not what 4 
Man ſees, or does not ſee, but what be 
ought to ſee, what he might ſee, om 


upon him ; ſuch unforeſeen Lengths 
dees Paffion, and a warm Temper fre- 
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(23) 
Mind were not inlaid with Prejudice, bt | 
Paſſion, and he humbly reſigned bis Vn- 
derſtanding unto Gold. th 

NOW [I would fain aſk any Perſon: 
what we are taught by all this, touching 
the Point under Examination? If any plain 
ſcripruys Conſequences are to»beAnade'” 
equivalent to theAuthority of Revelation} _ 
that are no way affected by Perſons who 
draw from thence Abſurdities, and 
vert the Meaning of the ſacred Text 3. 
theſe Conſequences ſhould have been 
told us, or where they are to be had, of 
who are the Makers of them; but this 
it ſeems is to be come-by, hike the 
Secrets in Alchymy, and the Philoſopher's - 
Stone, not by Dint of humane Underſtun- 
ding, but by a great deal of Devotion, 
by reſigning the Underſtanding to God, 
and ſeeing what we ought to ſee. © 

AND thus we ſhall always find it 
with People who maintain Notions that 
they either do not ſee through, or dare 
not be expreſs in. If this Gentleman's 
general Aſſertion was true, and he un- 
derſtood what he meant by it, he would 
have been plairi upon what are theſe 
Conſequences on which this great Streſs | 
is to be laid, or where they are to be 
had; but he had either no Meaning 
D _ when 
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when he ſpoke it, or found it capable of 
being only proved at Rome. 

THAT I may make good this heavy 
Charge againſt a Proteſtant Miniſter of 
the Goſpel, to even the meaneſt Appre- 
henſion, who is not. prejudiced; ler me 
take Notice, that it is of the Eſſence of 

Popery, that it claims a Power of deter- 
mining Articles of Faith, and making 
hum ine Forms, or Preſcriptions, under 
the Pretence of a Church- Authority, to be 
equal, if not ſuperior to the 2»ſpired 
Writings, and this on a Pretence, of an 
Infallibility lodged in the Church, or the 
Head thereof; fo to do. This Principle 
well eſtabliſhed, and the Underſtanding, 

in the Language of the Church, given 
up to God, very naturally received/the 
Decorations of Pomp, Proceſſions, Saints, 
Images, Indulgences, Abſclutions, Cen- 
ſures, Deprivations, Excommunicdtions, 
Fines, Priſons, Tortures, &c. from the 
Wit and Craft of the Prieſthood : This 
is the Religion of Rome, on Mr. Cum? 

ming's Foundation; but the intollerable 
Oppreſſions, and ridiculous Conſequences, 
at laſt from hence maintained, opened 
the Eyes of ſome parts of the World: 
Miſery and Pain firſt rouſed them from 
their Lethargy; and to a Senſe of Feel- 
ing, they firſt owned the ua of 

7 their 
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Was come to himſelf, he perceived that 
he was accountable to God for himſelf; 
thar God had vouchſafed a Revelation 
of his Will fo far as was neceſſary to 
guide every one to the Means of Salva- 
tion; that the Prieſt might teach him, 
but could not believe for him, or com- 
pel his Aſſent in Matters of Faith, but 
by the Evidence of which he muſt judge 
himſelf. And thus came this grand 
Impoſture of Faith-making, and Belie- 
ving for Self and Company, to be proteſ- 
ted againſt by the honeſt and deſerving 
Part of Mankind ; thus was brought a- 
bout the Grand Reformation, and the 
Doctrine now revived by Mr. Cumming, 
branded for Impoſture, and ſpiritual * 
S5 5 1 6 85 
I cannot but again take Notice of 
this giving up the U nderſtanding to God. 
The Expreſſion it is true, bears ſuch a 
ſerious, pious Aſpect, that it ſeems Wick- 
eJneſs to laugh at it; yet it looks very 
convertible with believing in the Parſon ; 
the Capacities, and Powers of my Mind, 
whereby I judge of all Things-for my 
ſelf, are always to be look'd upon as the 
Gift of God, and uſed with the moſt awe- 
ful Regard in Matters of eternal Con- 
cern ; but giving it up to God, is bard 
| 2 ro 
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e 
to underſtand, unleſs it means lay ing it 
aſide, which ſeems a ſtrange Way of 
being Religious, and fit only for the 


Laity ;.becauſe if the Parſon does ſo too, 


e Blind will- certainly lead the Blind, 


This holy Bribe, then, I cannot but look 


on as à Caſt of the Craft, and juſtly 


calculated for ſucli a State of the Chur 

as the Pope himſelf would be pleaſed to 
liken to a Sbepberd and bis, lech. 
BUT to return to the plain Serip- 
Ture Conſequences of Mr. Cumming, what 
other Uſe has he to make of them than 
what Rome has done before? Without 
ſome Power, ſome Coercion, ſome; holy 
Injunction to bind theſe Conſequences 


vpon People, this Liberty can ſignify 


nothing. I can grant it to this Gentle» 
man, that he has a Power of making 
Scripture Conſequences, but unleſs. others 

pen to make the ſame Conſequences, 


* by mne AG of their own Underſtanding, 


they are of no uſe but to himſelf, un- 
leſs he goes wholly upon the Popiſy 
Scheme, which I believe he will not 
avowedly do. If Twenty likewiſe a- 
gree in the ſame Conſequence, they can- 
not bring one more into it, unleſs by 
an Act of his Underſtanding he alſo has 
is Aſſent determined thereunto; and if 
hut One in Ten Thouſand remained un- 
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convinced, the — of thel other has 


nothing to do with him, until his Une 
derſtanding can receive it on ſuch Con 
viction, as would prevail with, him as 
much as if no one in the World before, 
was of that Opinion. But this is chris 
ſtian Liberty; this is being Regſonable 
in Religion, and this is Prot ſtantiſm. 
If therefore this Reverend Pexſon means 
by Scripture: Conſequentes, ſuch as very. 
Chriſtian does and muſt make for him 
ſelf, he has aſſerted what n ane de- 
nies 3 for no on reads the Scriptures 
with Ude rſtanding, but hes omg Ideas 
awakened by, ile Expreſligus therein; 
and the Propoſitions formed: by their 
Means, are tatbat Perſon the: Revelation 
it ſelf; and. this lis incommumicable to 
— but by exciting the, ſame Ida: 


a's; and; forming the fame Meductiom in 


his Mind : Under this Reſtriction; 
therefore, this great Aſſertion was needs 
leſs; but if a SeripiurenCanſequence. of 
One Perſon's making, or of 2 Thauſands 
or of any Number or Majerity Whatſo: 
ever, is to be\; regarded as Matter 

Revelation, io any one hat; does not up- 
on the exerciſe of his UHuderſtandiog, 
make that Conſequence himſelf, his is 


the very Principle and Eſſenee ef Pape 8 


*. I. muſt tbereſore teſeati ity, bai 
en thi 
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Weary 


tes Gentleman means no more, than | 


that every one, upon reading the Scrip⸗ 
ture, does draw Conlequences from 
thence equivalent to Revelation, this is 
a needleſs Declaration of his Mind, be- 
cauſe all Proteſtants do it; but if he in- 
tends that any ſuch Conſequences are to 
be regarded as Matter of Revelation to 
others, who do not, or cannot ſee them, 
he ſupports and maintains the Ns, 
Foundations of Popery. 

HOW ſhall we then reconcile theſe 
flamins Poſitions with that Religion 
and Moderation, the Contenders for Faith 
in other Views lay claim to; but by 
going on the ſide of Charity, and think- 
ing that their intemperate Zeal has dark- 
ned their Underſtandings, - and made 
them puſh at Random for ſome favarite 
Notions, without looking thoroughly in- 
to them. This Gentleman himſelf, p.-8. 
declares, That the Faith be contends for, 
excludes all unwritten Traditions, all 
Precepts and Doctrine of Men, all De- 
crees of Councils, all Eocleſiuſticul Laws, 
all Canons, and Cuſtoms! that are not con- 
tained in, and that cannot be proved by 


expreſs Teſtimonies of Seripture. I cats 


not reconcile theſe —＋ any more 
than I can the following. It is enough 


with 


(page 3.) to firike ſerious Chriſtian 
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State of revealed Religion amongſt us, 


treat the moſt tremendous Myſteries ! 
For a revealed Myſtery, is juſt as intelli- 
gible, and as good Senſe, as making Scrip- 
ture Conſequence, tbat' is not plain, a 
„plain Scripture Conſequence ;, and ſome- 
thing that is unintelligible, a Rule of 
Faith: A Conſequence that is plain, needs 
C no Arguments to compel the Aſſent of 
a © thoſe to whom it is plain, and no Power 
b upon Earth can influence the Aﬀent of 
y thoſe to whom it is not plain; and what. 
- ſoever is Revealed, ceaſes to be a Miſtery 
to thoſe to whom it is Revealed, and to 
thoſe to whom it is not Revealed, it is 
yet a Miſtery, but to be Revealed and a 
Miſtery too, is an Abſurdity; and can be 
of no Service but to the Art of Puzling, 
and thoſe who find an account in making 
Fools a Property, and ſinking reaſonable 
Beings into Aſſes, only for the fake of 
riding them. TR | 
SO that do what we can with this 
Intricacy, there is no getting out of it, 
but by going back to Rome; for there it 
is with ſome Conſiſtency, that the Scrip- 
tures may be charged with Inſufficiency, 


. te re et AG 


them, ſtill reſts with the Church to ex- 
| plain 


with Horrour, to conſider the preſent 


and the Inſolence which ſome' dare to 


becauſe the ſame Spirit which dictated 


— 


. 
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plain them; and there the Lalty may be 
tied down to Stupidity, becauſe the 
Clergy: have a Power to lead, or drive, 
or do what they will with them; but a- 
mongſt Proteſtants, amongſt reaſonable 
Beings,.and free. Agents, for a Perſon to 
make Articles of Faith, and draw Sctip- 
ture Conſequences for others, is a gla- 
ring Contradidion, and capable of co- * 
ming only from aPerſon blind with Zeal, 


or a much worſe Motive. Such a Sub- 1 
ject as this, would make a fine Morſel th 
for ſuch a writer as the Apologiſt fot , 
Parſon Alberoni; but how much ſoever h 
it may deſerve his Satyr, I am unwilling he 
the Gentlemen of this Caſt ſhould yet U 
be ſhock't with his Profanity; but if the 
they go on after this Manner they have 
began, they may thank themſelves, per- 
haps, for much worſe Conſequences, 
than being the Entertainment of Lan- 
poon, and the Mirth of Scoffers. _ 
WHENCE, in the Name of all 
Goodneſs, can this Itch of Faith. making 
come from? A thouſand Things, per- 
haps, one might gueſs at, but I queſtion 
whether any would look ſo probable, 
as the Intereſt and Ambition of the Cler- 
£y, and our ſpiricual Teachers. So fa- 
tal has the Reformation, and Proteſian- 


tiſm been to thoſe Regards, that the 
Miniſter 


nem 
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I. (31) 
Bl Miniſter has left him nothing to do: 
bat to Preach well, and Live well ; 
that is, to inſtru; and improve the Un- 
I derſtanding in Doctrines and Matters of 
- | Speculation, and lead and win us to 
* If Vertue, by the Example of bis own 
0 Bl Life. They are therefore ſhrewdly to 
be ſuſpected, not only defective in thoſe. 
Duties, but to have ſome unjuſtifiable 
* RE Views, who ſlacken in thoſe main Points 
, Hof their Office, and are for making an 
„ Arcanum of Religion, and for treating 
el che Laity, as an *Empirick does his Pa- 
07 tients. If our Faith is to be made by 
et the Clergy, their Work is cut mighty 
ag mort; becauſe this of courfe makes our 
et Underſtandings uſeleſs, and prevents all 
if me Trouble of Study and Inſtruction, 
Ye Bbefides the Power that on many Ac» 
counts would hereby ſoon devolve into, 
their Hands, not to ſay any thing of 
the Gain that might be made of this 
Godlineſs. 3 
b THESE Miniſters, therefore, who 
"YZ Ehave got into the Vein of Creed making, 
nd Proving their Orthodoxy by humane 
Forms, muſt make but an odd Figure to 
thoſe who truly conſider what it is to be 
; Chriſtian upon the Proteſtant Scheme; 
nd what Airs ſoever they may give 
nemfelves, of contending for the Faith 
E onee 
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ence delivered to the Saints, while the 
drive on in this Humour of Reviling, 
Cenſuring, and Damning, as far as is in 
their Power, the Brethren, who think 
not juſt as they do, they will ſtand upon 
Record as a Spiritual Inquiſition; and no 
way inferior to thoſe in the romiſh Coun- 
tries, for all that is deteſtable to a free 
Being, but in their not having ſo much 
Power. | ; 


IN the former Part of this Conduct, 
] took Notice of the finſt Fruits of this 
Zeal, and Flame of Orthodoxy, in the 
unchriſtian and- inhumane Treatment of 
the Reverend Mr. Pierce at Exeter, who 
is a real Ornament to the Office of a 
Miniſter, by his Learning, Piety, and 
univerſal Charity; and here we ma 
ſee what that Gentleman has by ſuch 
Uſage been forced publickly to ſay of 
2535 and his Brethren upon this Af. 

air. 

« Is not this down-right-perſecution? 
ce Is not here an unjuſt depriving men of 
« their right and property, for the ſake 
e of a ſuppoſed error in their judgment? 
And if that is not, what can be perſe- 
« cution? Have not the Diſſenters, who 
'& have ated in this manner, or abetted 
i thoſe that have, juſtified the oppreſſi- 
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i. oy 
ons they uſed to complain of in tFe'r 
adverſaries? Why may not they as 
well, oppreſs to ſecure Epiſcopacy, 
which they pretend to be abfolutely 
neceflary, as the Diſſenters do the 
ſame for the ſake of ny thing they 
pretend to be a neceſſary and impor- 
tant truth? With what face can they 
blame them for impoſing teſts upon 
miniſters, when they practice the 
ſame thing themſelves? or why ſhould 
they charge them as ſetting up for 


infallibility, when they proceed in the 


ſame manner with them? I muſt own 
Jam for abſolure liberty in matters of 
religion, and againft any man's being 
perſecuted for the fake of his religious 
principles, that do not affect the civil 
ſtate, This I have over and over de- 
clar'd to the world; and I thought 
the Diſſenters generally, a very few 
only excepted, had been of my mind. 
In the fimplicity of my heart, I judg'd 
them to be as ſincere in their concern 
for the only ground of our toleration, 
as I am myſelf; who had teſtify'd 
their liking of what I had written 
againſt perſecution, in my Vindication 
of the Diſſenters againſt Dr. Nichols, 
and my Letter to Dr. Snape. lam 

© very 
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very ſorry to find myſelf now con- 


vinced, I have been in, a conſiderable 
+ miſtake concerning them; tho? J 
-own, and bleſs God for it, there are 
© a great many Diſſenters, and eſpecis 


ally in Lendon, who underſtand the 
foundations of their cauſe, and have 
ſhew'd themſelves zealous for liberty. 


* But as to the reſt, I frankly now 
* declare my judgment, that they have 
forever ſtopp'd the Mouths of all 
* advocates for them and their cauſe, 


that will pretend to talk conſiſtently ; 


nor is it a poſſible thing for a Man 
* of ſenſe to defend them; and I pro- 
* fels my {elf a Diſſenter from all ſuch 


Diſſenters; and J long to fee the 


time, which things ſeem working to, 
* when the n of liberty ſhall be 
* form'd into one party, without any 
* ſubdiviſion, being able 

join with one another, notwithſtand- 


to bear and 


ing their different ſentiments about 
| abſtruſe matters, or modes of wor- 
| Hip. 
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HERE have we the Authority of 


this honeſt Man, who may reaſonably 
be ſuppoſed as well to know the Diſ- 
ſenters, as any ove, for diſtinguiſhing 
them into two Parties : On the one 
Side, Chriſtians, Proteſtants, and good 
Subjects; and on the other, Inquiſtors, 
Perſecutors, and Enemies to our Liberties. 
IHE moſt artful Rogine theſe Saints 
militant, play againſt the Friends of Li- 
berty, and Mon-Snbſcribers, is the Divi- 
nity of Feſus Chriſt, and the Validity of 
his Redemption; for they charge them 
with denying both theſe great Points; 
and in very paſſionate Harangues to the 
Populace, talk of Treachery, Ingratitude, 
being aſhamed of their Saviour, denyi 
the Lord that bought them, and ſuch like 
deceitful Colourings. They preſumptus 
ouſly intrude themſelves into the Coun- 
cils of the Almighty, and with an im- 
5 Confidence preſcribe even the Con- 
itions of Acceptance with God, of At- 
tonement for Sin, and of Reconciliation, 
And thus comes the Merit of our Sa- 
viour's Sufferings in the Fleſh, to be by 
theſe Men reſtrained to certain Qualifica- 
tions of his Exiſtence ; and they ſupply 
what the Scriptures demands of our Be- 
; bo lie 


lief in him, with Articles and Creeds 
expreſſive of thoſe Qualifications of a Re- 


Terms, is not ſufficient for Communion 


and therefore, that 2 Redeemer muſt be 
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deemer, wherein the former was defec- 
tive, and ſilent. Thus it comes about 
that a Declaration of Faith in Scripture. 


with theſe: People, becauſe they have 
taken it into their Heads to affirm, That 
Sin it an Offence againſt an infinite Be- 
ing; that nothing can be a ſufficient Attone- 
ment for that, but an infinite Satis faction; 


an infinite God. | 

THUS the Terms of Salvation, or 
a ſaving Faith, is impioufly raviſhed from 
the inſpired Text, and planted in Creeds 
of theſe Men's making, as more expreſs 
ſive, full, and ſignificant. Hence the 
Four London Miniſters, before-mention- 
ed, have joined their Forces, to overturn 
the Scripture Doctrine of a Redeemer, 
and ſubſtitute an Invention of their own, 
as a neceſſary Condition of Salvation: 
And hence all that come not into this 
Scheme, which is called Orthodox, are 
pronounced under the Sentence of Dam- 
nation; that they have no reaſon to think 
that Chriſt will accept any Offering at 
their Hands; that they are not under 4 
Capacity of receiving the Grace of God 3 

| an 
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and that they Deny the Lord that 
bought them. 1 
WHAT will be the Iſſue of this 
Struggle, ſome are in Pain to think; 
but the Controverſy is plain, to lye be- 
tween Proteſtantiſm and Popery ; and 
however ſhocking it may be at firſt, to 
think of finding the he amongſt 
Engliſh proteſting Diſſenters, yet It is 
plainly found upon them; whereby 
that it is hoped theſe Diſputes will end 
in marking ſuch out, to the ſame Re- 
ſentments of the Publick, and all good 
Men, as thoſe juſtly lye under, who are 
open 1n their Declarations for a religious 
Bondage. 
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